♦ 



Arti Arora, et al. 
Application No.: 09/823,239 
Page 3 



PATENT 



CONCLUSION 



In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 



Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of 
Allowance at an early date is respectfully requested. 



If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite 



prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 415-576-0200. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, 8 th Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: (415) 576-0200 

Fax: (415) 576-0300 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE TO THE 

ABSTRACT 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An administrator interface for defining or configuring a market via 
matching engine and corresponding market generation system. The configuration 
method provides a completely general platform for market configuration that 
avoids the necessity of application specific programming and allows for flexible 
restructuring of markets in a very quick manner. The interface includes a first set of 
instructions that allow an administrator to name and select a market of a certain market 
type. A second set of instructions allows the administrator to define or configure an 
attribute of an entity to be transacted in terms of one or more values associated with the 
attribute. Various possible market types include competitive market, exchange market, 
barter, reverse auction, consignment store, and trading post. The second set of 
instructions includes a mechanism for selectively associating an attribute of a product or 
service to be transacted via the market with a descriptor variable. Another mechanism 
facilitates configuring properties of the descriptor variable and associates the descriptor 
variable with one or more importance values. The administrator-specified importance 
values may be default importance values or seller importance values. Another 
mechanism lets an administrator define the descriptor variable as being discrete or 
continuous and enables the selection of an evaluation method for evaluating the 
descriptor variable during market operation. 



